
 

 

 

Subject Specific-Skills: Age-related expectations in Languages 

 

Year  Speaking Listening Reading Writing Grammar 

1 I can: 
-Count orally 0-10 
-Greet others and 
respond to greetings 
and farewells 
appropriately 
according to the time 
of day. 
-Ask ‘what is your 
name?’  And say 
what my name is. 
-Say what the 
weather is like 

I can: 
-recognise numbers said 0-10 
- understand greetings and 
farewells. 
-Understand questions asking 
how old I am, what my name is 
and what the weather is like. 

I can: 
-read numbers 0-10 in 
words. 
- Read and understand 
simple greetings. 
- Recognise which words 
begin a question in a 
sentence. 

 

I can: 
- Write numbers 5 

and 6  in words. 
- Write a greeting 
- Write key 

vocabulary spelt 
phonetically 
(English phonics) 

 
n/a 

2 I can: 
-Say colours and numbers 
0‐20. 
- Role play on saying how 
old you are and what your 
name is. 
-Be able to say "I am..." plus an 
animal in foreign language. 

I can: 
- Listen to model 

role‐plays and infer 
meaning from taught 
vocabulary. 

- Hear numbers and 
recognise meaning 

 

I can: 
- Match colours to 

written form. 
- Match written 

form of numbers 
to digits. 

- Match word to 
animal picture / 
word / phrase in 

- English. 

I can: 
- Write numbers 0-

20 
- Write simple 

questions to get 
to know someone 
e.g How old are 
you? 

- Write a simple 
descriptive 
sentence e.g ‘The 
dog is brown.’ 

I can: 
- Begin to use 

Introduction of gender 
via the indefinite article 
and first person singular 
of the verb 'to be'. 
 

3 I can: 
- say "I play..." plus an 

instrument. 
- Say words / parts of 

a traditional story or 
retell a traditional 
story in target 
language. 

- Say "I am able to.." / 
"I can…" 

I can: 
- Match sound to 

instrument sound / 
picture / word / 
phrase. 

- Listen to a traditional 
tale in target 
language and 
understand meaning. 

- Match what I hear in 
a story to pictures. 

Match - Match sound to picture 
/word / phrase. 

I can: 
- Read a traditional 

story and 
understand its 
meaning. 
- Match picture, 
word and phrase 
cards related to a 
traditional tale 
Activities in 
lessons 1‐5. 

  - Match key verb to 
picture/ word / phrase in 
English. 

I can: 
- Write a simple 

sentence to say 
something about 
myself. E.g ‘I play 
the drums.’ 

- Write key words 
to complete a 
traditional tale. 

- Use verbs in 
writing. 

I can : 
- Use the definite article / 

quantitative article. 
First person singular of 
verb 'to play' (an 
instrument). 

- Use definite articles 
with parts of the body 

- Use modal verbs 
followed by infinitive "I 
am able to…" / "I can…" 
plus verb infinitive. 
(First person singular 
only.) 



 

 

 

4 I can: 
- Ask a question to 

orally 
survey/interview. 

- Say words / parts of 
a traditional story to 
retell the story in the 
target 

- language. 
- Say months of the 

year. 
- Say when my 

birthday is in 
target language. 

 

I can: 
- Understand what is 

happening in a story 
when read aloud. 

- Understand months 
of the year when 
spoken in target 
language. 

- Understand when 
somebody’s birthday 
is when told in target 
language. 

 

I can: 
-  Read simple role‐play 
scripts and understand the 
content. 
- Identifying verbs, 
adjectives 
and nouns from extended 
texts. 

I can: 
- Write traditional 

phrases for 
traditional 
stories. 

- Write short 
descriptive 
sentences e.g to 
describe story 
characters. 

- Write questions 
to ask for a 
survey. 

- Write and spell 
the months of the 
year. 

- Write special 
greetings such as 
‘happy birthday’ 
or for other 
special occasions. 

I can: 
- Use Nationalities and 

adjectival agreement 
based on gender. 

- Use different 
possessives for 'MY'. 
Moving from 1st person 
to 3rd person singular 
with 'he / she is called…' 

- Use basic past tense in 
the target language. 

5 I can: 
- Present orally on a 

subject. 
- Role play real –life 

scenarios. 
- Say ‘What I have.. / 

don't have …‘in my 
pencil case…’ 

I can: 
- Match pictures to 

words or phrases 
relating to animals 
and habitats. 

- Match pictures to 
words and phrases 
relating to school 
equipment. 

- Understand questions 
and answers relating 
to possessions. 

I can: 
- Read and 

understand 
vocabulary 
relating to 
animals and 
habitats, and 
school 
equipment. 

- Read and 
understand short 
scripts relating to 
the possessions 
of items. 

- Read and 
understand 
longer texts such 
as stories and 
explain what has 
happened. 

 
 
 

 
- Plan and write a 

presentation. 
- Write a script in 

order to role-play 
- Write the full 

date 

I can: 
- Begin to use the verbs 

'to live' and 'to grow' 
- Use the 1st person 

singular 'I would like / 
have' when ordering 
food and drink. 

- use gender and 
indefinite article. 

- use the negative when 
- saying 'I do not have…' 

 



 

 

 

6 I can: 
- Present orally on 

subjects such as 
what I do at the 
weekend, giving 
opinions and 
including 
connectives. 

- Use pronouns and 
irregular verbs. 

I can: 
- Listen to extended 

lengths of speaking 
and understand the 
opinions that are 
expressed. 

- Listen to longer 
lengths of speaking 
and match pictures 
and English phrases 
to events that are 
described. 

- Listen to a story and 
re-tell the events in 
order. 

I can: 
- Sequence a 

simple written 
story. 

- Read longer texts 
in target language 
and understand 
the main points. 

- Match pictures 
and words and 
phrases in English 
to ideas and facts 
from longer 
passages of text. 

I can: 
- Plan and write a 

presentation that 
uses opinions. 

- Use connectives 
in writing. 

- Write a letter 
with correct 
letter writing 
conventions. 

- Include 
knowledge of 
writing the date 
in formats such as 
diary writing. 

I can: 
- Use definite articles 

with school subjects. 
- Use the first person 

singular of the verb 'to 
study', ‘to grow’, ‘to 
live’ and 'to go'. 

- Use  connectives to 
create extended and 
more sophisticated 
sentences. 

- Group nouns, adjectives 
and verbs. 

- Use and understand the 
quantitative article 
"some" 

- Use and understand 
Rules of adjectival 
agreement. 

 
 

 


