
G
ood	Reading	at	Year		6	

By	the	end	of	year	6	a	good	reader	w
ill	be	able	to:	

Decoding	
Retrieval	

Interpretation	
O
rganisation	

Apply	phonic	know
ledge	

and	skills	to	read	
unfam

ilar	w
ords		

	Apply	know
ledge	of	root	

w
ords,	prefixes	and	

suffixes	to	read	aloud	
and	to	understand	the	
m
eaning	of	unfam

iliar	
w
ords		

	Read	further	exception	
w
ords,	noting	the	

unusual	correspondences	
betw

een	spelling	and	
sound,	and	w

here	these	
occur	in	the	w

ord		
	Attem

pt	pronunciation	of	
unfam

ilar	w
ords	draw

ing	
on	prior	know

ledge	of	
sim

ilar	looking	w
ords		

	U
ses	a	com

bined	
know

ledge	of	phonem
es	

and	etym
ology	to	

pronounce	w
ords	

correctly	

U
nderstand	books	that	are	read	

independently	
	Check	that	the	book	is	m

eaningful	and	
discuss	w

hat	has	been	understood		
	U
se	m

eaning	–	seeking	strategies	to	explore	
the	m

eaning	of	unfam
ilar	w

ords	and	
idiom

atic	and	figurative	language		
	Retrieve,	record	and	present	inform

ation	
from

	non-fiction		
	Find	relevant	inform

ation	and	evidence	from
	

a	range	of	texts		
	Record,	collate	and	organise	inform

ation	or	
evidence	appropriately		
	Distinguish	betw

een	statem
ents	of	fact	or	

opinion		
	Refers	to	the	text	to	support	predictions	and	
opinions	(Point	+	Evidence	+	Explanation).	
	Selects	pertinent	quotations	to	support	ow

n	
opinions.	
	U
se	a	com

bination	of	skim
m
ing,	scanning	

and	text	m
arking	to	find	and	collate	

inform
ation		

	Re-present	collated	inform
ation	

Participate	in	discussions	about	books	that	are	read	to	them
	and	those	they	can	

read	for	them
selves,	building	on	their	ow

n	and	others’	ideas	and	challenging	
view

s	courteously	
	Draw

	inferences	such	as	inferring	characters’	feelings,	thoughts	and	m
otives	from

	
their	actions	and	develop	explanations		
	Predict	w

hat	m
ight	happen	from

	details	stated	and	im
plied	from

	across	a	text		
	Express	a	personal	point	of	view

	about	a	text,	giving	reasons	linked	to	evidence	
from

	texts		
	Raise	queries	and	questions	about	texts		
	M
ake	connections	betw

een	other	sim
ilar	texts,	prior	know

ledge	and	experience	
and	explain	the	links		
	M
ake	com

parisons	w
ithin	and	across	books		

	Listen	to	and	build	on	others’	ideas	and	opinions	about	a	text	in	discussion		
	Ask	questions	to	extend	understanding		
	Draw

	inferences	from
	subtle	clues	across	a	com

plete	text		
	G
ive	a	personal	response	to	a	range	of	literature	and	non-fiction	texts,	stating	

preferences	and	justifying	them
		

	Explain	how
	and	w

hy	a	text	has	an	im
pact	on	a	reader		

	Identify	how
	characters	change	during	the	events	of	a	longer	novel		

Com
pare	and	contrast	the	styles	of	different	w

riters	w
ith	evidence	and	

explanation		
	Evaluate	the	styles	of	different	w

riters	w
ith	evidence	and	explanation		

	Explain	the	key	features,	them
es	and	characters	across	a	text		

	Com
pare	and	contrast	characters,	them

es	and	structure	in	texts	by	the	sam
e	and	

different	w
riters		

Identify	how
	language,	structure	and	

presentation	contribute	to	the	m
eaning	of	a	text		

	Read	books	that	are	structured	in	different	w
ays		

	Identify	and	discuss	the	conventions	of	different	
text	types		
	Explain	and	com

m
ent	on	the	structural	devices	

used	to	organise	a	text		
	Read	several	texts	on	the	sam

e	topic	to	find	and	
com

pare	inform
ation		

	U
ses	structural	and	organisational	features	of	a	

range	of	text-types	to	sustain	understanding	
over	extended	texts.	
	Com

m
ents	and	evaluates	the	effectiveness	of	

the	presentation	of	a	text.	
	Explains	the	structural	devices	the	author	has	
used	to	organise	the	text.	
	Com

m
ents	on	the	genre-specific	language	

features	the	author	has	used	to	convey	
inform

ation	in	a	non-fiction	text.	
	Identifies	and	uses	text	specific	m

etalanguage	
and	the	features	to	w

hich	it	refers.	
	



Choice	
View

point	
Context	

O
ral	retelling	

and	
perform

ance	
Discuss	and	evaluate	how

	authors	
use	language,	including	figurative	
language,	considering	the	im

pact		
	Identify	and	com

m
ent	on	the	

w
riter’s	choice	of	language		

	Identify	and	explain	how
	w
riters	

use	gram
m
atical	features	for	effect	

	Show
	aw

areness	of	the	w
riters’	

craft	by	com
m
enting	on	use	of	

language,	gram
m
atical	features	

and	structure	of	texts	
	Identify	how

	language,	structure	
and	presentation	contribute	to	the	
m
eaning	of	a	text		

	Identify	and	discuss	the	
conventions	of	different	text	types		
	Com

pare	and	contrast	the	
language	used	in	tw

o	different	
texts		
	Identify	and	evaluate	the	im

pact	of	
the	gram

m
atical	

features/techniques	used	to	create	
m
ood,	atm

osphere	and	attitudes		
	Identify	how

	w
riters	m

anipulate	
gram

m
atical	features	for	effect		

	Analyse	w
hy	w

riters	m
ake	specific	

vocabulary	choices		
	Com

pares	and	contrasts	the	styles	
of	individual	w

riters	and	poets	
providing	exam

ples.	
	

Sum
m
arise	the	m

ain	ideas	draw
n	from

	m
ore	than	one	paragraph,	identifying	key	

details	that	support	the	m
ain	ideas		

	Present	an	oral	overview
	or	sum

m
ary	of	a	text		

	Identify	and	discuss	them
es	and	conventions	in	and	across	a	w

ide	range	of	w
riting	

and	longer	texts		
	Present	the	author’s	view

point	of	a	text		
	Present	a	personal	point	of	view

	based	on	w
hat	has	been	read		

	Listen	to	other’s	personal	point	of	view
	

	Provide	reasoned	justifications	for	their	view
s		

	Explain	a	personal	point	of	view
,	giving	reasons	and	evidence	from

	text		
	Recom

m
end	books	to	peers,	giving	reasons	for	their	choices		

	Explain	the	m
ain	purpose	of	a	text	and	sum

m
arise	it		

	Present	and	explain	the	author’s	view
point	in	a	text		

	Present	a	personal	point	of	view
	based	on	w

hat	has	been	read		
	Present	a	counter-argum

ent	in	response	to	others’	points	of	view
		

	Explain	the	author’s	view
point	in	a	text	and	present	an	alternative	point	of	view

	
	Com

m
ent	on	the	developm

ent	of	them
es	in	longer	novels		

	Explain	the	m
ain	purpose	of	a	text	and	sum

m
arise	it	succinctly		

	Explain	an	opinion,	referring	to	the	text	to	justify	it	(point,	evidence,	explain)		
	Present	a	counter-argum

ent	in	response	to	others’	points	of	view
	using	evidence	

from
	the	text	and	explanation		

	Com
pare	and	contrast	the	styles	of	different	w

riters	w
ith	evidence	and	explanation		

	Evaluate	the	styles	of	different	w
riters	w

ith	evidence	and	explanation		
	Explain	the	key	features,	them

es	and	characters	across	a	text		
	Com

pare	and	contrast	characters,	them
es	and	structure	in	texts	by	the	sam

e	and	
different	w

riters		
	

M
aintain	positive	attitudes	to	reading	and	understanding	of	w

hat	they	
read	
	Read	and	discuss	an	increasingly	w

ide	range	of	fiction,	poetry,	texts	
from

	our	literary	heritage	and	books	from
	other	cultures	and	traditions		

	Becom
e	fam

iliar	w
ith	a	range	of	books,	including	m

odern	fiction,	poetry	
and	plays		
	Identify	and	explain	the	effect	of	the	context	on	a	text	(historical	or	
geographical)		
	Read	for	a	range	of	purposes		
	Participate	in	discussions	about	books	that	are	read	to	them

	and	those	
they	can	read	for	them

selves,	building	on	their	ow
n	and	others’	ideas	

and	challenging	view
s	courteously		

	Express	a	personal	point	of	view
	about	a	text,	giving	reasons		

	Raise	queries	about	texts		
	M
ake	connections	betw

een	other	sim
ilar	texts,	prior	know

ledge	and	
experience	
	Com

pare	different	versions	of	texts		
	Listen	to	and	build	on	others’	opinions	and	ideas	about	a	text	in	
discussion		
	Ask	questions	to	extend	understanding		
	Recognise	the	im

pact	of	the	social,	historical	and	cultural	on	the	them
es	

in	a	text		
	Recognises	how

	authors	use	nam
es	of	creatures	and	characters	to	

convey	character		
	Show

s	an	understanding	of	how
	context	im

pacts	upon	the	reader,	e.g.	
stories	in	the	w

ar,	developing	countries,	history	
Identifies	them

es	across	a	range	of	texts.(Social,	cultural	and	historical)	

Prepare	poem
s	

and	plays	to	read	
aloud	and	to	
perform

,	show
ing	

understanding	
through	
intonation,	tone,	
volum

e	and	
action		
	Learn	poem

s	by	
heart	
	Explain	and	
discuss	their	
understanding	of	
w
hat	they	have	

read,	including	
through	form

al	
presentations	and	
debates,	
m
aintaining	a	

focus	on	the	topic	
and	using	notes	
w
here	necessary		

	Prepare	poem
s	

and	plays	to	read	
aloud	and	to	
perform

,	using	
body	language,	
tone,	pitch	and	
volum

e	to	engage	
the	audience	



	


