
Notes for parents  / carers  

 

Maths – This week, the focus is on money.  

The tasks that we have set reflect the expectation by the end of Y3 that all children can add and 

subtract amounts of money to give change, using both £ and p. 

Your children will be at different stages in relation to this target.  

Before they are able to meet the expectation for Y3, it is important that they can recognise different 

examples of British coins and notes and understand how the monetary system works (100 pence in 1 

pound, for example). 

If your child is not secure on money facts and coin recognition, here are some activities to try before 

attempting the worksheets: 

 Watch these videos-  https://youtu.be/vs8F_g3MGtM (types of coins) and 

https://youtu.be/5DDI_RlZB0c (types of notes) 

 Get the coins out of money boxes / wallets / purses and count them up.  

 Put some coins on the table and ask questions such as ‘Where is the 20p piece?’ ‘Can you 

find the 5p?’ ‘What coin is this?’ 

 Put some coins down and give your child time to memorise what is there. Ask them to look 

away while you remove a coin. Can they tell you which coin is missing? 

 Ask them to close their eyes. Can they identify a coin just by holding it? 

 Draw around a coin while your child is not looking. Do they know which coin it is? 

 

If your child is secure with money and you want to play games or encourage them to keep thinking 

about money, any of the above would also be fine. In addition to this: 

 Get them to set up a pretend shop. Can they give you the correct change when you buy 

more than one item? 

 Ask them to help you with the online shopping! 

 Set savings goals. What are you saving up for? How much more do you need to save up? 

 

Even if you don’t manage to complete all of the worksheet tasks this week, regularly talking about 

money and developing your child’s familiarity with it is always going to be beneficial.  

 

English 

The creative writing activity this week is about diary writing.  

Task one – Can they spot the main fault in the text? Almost all of the sentences start in the same 

way. This is a very common approach to diary writing from children. They are trying to include 

everything they did, even the most mundane of things. As a result, it becomes a boring list. 

We talk to the children a lot about writing to entertain an audience. This text is not entertaining at 

all. 

https://youtu.be/vs8F_g3MGtM
https://youtu.be/5DDI_RlZB0c


When they are improving the text, encourage them to think about using different sentence openers. 

Also, ask them if all of that information needs to be included.  

 

Task two – The children are given a different diary entry to compare to the first one. They need to 

decide which they prefer and why. There is no right or wrong answer, as long as they can justify their 

preference. 

The main difference is that the second one includes more personal thoughts and feelings, rather 

than just a list of events. 

We have then given the children a success criteria so that they can write a diary entry of their own 

for one of the days that they have been off school.  

Ideas to extend – If your child loves to write and is imaginative, why not ask them to write a diary 

entry for a day which didn’t actually happen. The limit is only their imagination.  

Alternatively, they could write a diary entry for a different person?  

 

The grammar activities are all about subordinate clauses. 

This website has some good explanations about the difference between main  (or major) clauses and 

subordinate clauses. It also has some good videos that the children can watch. 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-clause 

 

Topic –  

Can the children identify some of the main differences between the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron 

Age? 

Use the powerpoint to learn about the difference between the houses in these periods. 

Look at the pictures from A Street Through Time (a really good book) and compare them to spot the 

differences. 

Optional activities 

 use things from outside or around the house  to build an Iron Age settlement 

 Make a poster which shows the difference between the houses of the different time periods 

 Use the pictures to draw your own map of an Iron Age settlement. What would you include 

in it? Where would you put it? (Near water? On a hill for safety? Near trees for wood? Near 

open fields for farm land?) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-clause


Science – 

Watch the video to learn about volcanoes, how they are formed and what they are. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lAmqsMQG3RM 

Colour and label the volcano picture by using the poster to help. There some other terms to research 

as an option if you like. 

Optional activities 

 Make a volcano! There are loads of instructions online which tell you how to build an 

erupting one if you like but you don’t have to do this. Make it out of anything you want or 

just paint / draw it / make it on the computer.  

 Research different volcanoes from around the world and make a fact file about them on the 

computer. 

 

Other regular activities- 

Spelling and handwriting sheets 

Reading (we have also included some short reading comprehension activities that you can try this 

week if you like) 

TT Rockstars 

Sumdog 

Online PE workouts  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lAmqsMQG3RM

