
1. What did Bob’s grandfather do for work? 
 
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 
2. What three pieces of evidence tell you that it is evening time? 

 
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 
3. Who is Joan writing a letter to? 

 
_______________________________________________________ 

 
4. When is this story set? Why do you think that? 

 
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 
5. Find and copy the phrase that tells you where this story is set.  

 
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 
6. What evidence can you find that old Bob was surprised to hear a knock at 

the door? 
 
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 



 
7. How would you describe the boy? Do not use words from the text. 

 
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 
8. Can you speculate (guess) as to who the boy is or where he has come 

from? 
 
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 
9. How can you tell that old Joan is curious about the boy? 

 
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 
10. Can you predict what will happen next in the story? 

 
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Answers 

1. A builder 
2. Must include 3 of these – that it is set one ‘evening’/Bob lit a ‘candle’/Bob 

went through the ‘dark house’/the boy was standing in the ‘moonlight’ 
3. Her niece  
4. Anything that references it being set in the past because of plausible 

reasons i.e. use of candlelight/the cuckoo clock/writing letters 
5. ‘Old Bob and his wife Joan lived by the market in the house where his 

father and his grandfather and great grandfather had lived before him’ 
or ‘Old Bob and his wife Joan lived by the market’.  

6. He ‘looked up with a jump’/he asks “was that someone knocking?” and 
“what’s the time?” 

7. Anything plausible based on the text. i.e. 
lost/confused/homeless/rough/dirty/beaten/scruffy  

8. Any plausible answer – i.e. he is the son of a rich person who is lost/he 
has been turned from a rat to a human 

9. She crowds behind her husband/she comes to the door/she asks the boy 
to repeat himself - “What did you say?” 

10. Any plausible answer that includes a reference to the boy, him saying he 
was a rat and old Bob and old Joan.  


