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Tuesday 14th July 2020 

 

Dear parents and carers, 

Important information about September 

We are delighted that the government has announced that schools can open to all pupils from September. Normally at this time in 

the school year we would have provided you with lots of information about next year; we would normally have met with you and 

done lots of transition work with your children. However these are far from normal times and therefore, under the current COVID 19 

restrictions, we have had to find alternative ways of preparing children for September,  such as our ‘Meet the teacher’ presentations 

and induction videos from class teachers. We recognise that these methods are far from ideal and not our preferred way of working, 

but we have done our best. 

We have finally received guidance from the government as to what measures schools must take i n order to open to all pupils safely 

in September. As a result, on Thursday last week, Manchester City Council were able to issue their advice and recommendations to 

schools about how to approach full opening. 

Following receipt of the latest government guidance, MCC have issued 2 exceptional school closure days in recognition of the time 

schools will need to be respond effectively to the ongoing challenges the COVID pandemic presents and to be able to comply with 

lengthy and prescriptive guidance issued. 

Manchester City Council have also recognised that schools may wish to adopt a phased return to schools so that year groups of 

children return gradually, however the expectation will be that all pupils are in school by the end of week beginning 7 th September. 

MCC will be issuing a city wide letter with details of these actions and we will publish this on our website when it comes th rough. 

Brookburn’s  position in September. 

 We have agreed with our Academy Trust Board to take the 2 closure days at the beginning of the Autumn term, so school 

will be closed on Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th September and will open to ALL pupils on MONDAY 7th September. 

 Brookburn will NOT be adopting a phased approach to reopening. We will spend the time afforded us by the 2 extra days to 

ensure we are prepared and have all arrangements in place in order to open to ALL pupils and to reopen our wrap around 

care - Dolphins. 

 Brookburn will be open for the full week for all children unless there is a specific arrangement with parents/carers of 

individual children due to special circumstances. 

 We will not be able to offer after school clubs, such as Junior Sports Stars, initially, however we will review this in early 

September and our aim will be to offer these clubs as soon as we can. 

We would like to reassure you that your child will receive the same number of school days as children in other Manchester 

schools. All schools have been granted the additional inset days, however schools may choose to take them at different times 

throughout the school year depending on their own context.  

We appreciate that this slight delay to the start of the next school year, may cause some inconvenience to parents and carers , 

however we assure you that this is a necessary decision to ensure children and staff can return to a school that is safe with 

minimised risk of transmission and infection, with staff fully trained and prepared to receive all children back. 
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We hope that the rationale behind this decision will help you to understand that it is made with the very best interests of the 

children in mind.  

Rationale  

The guidance presents significant logistical challenges for us to operate as a school in the best way possible. 

Some of those challenges are: 

 Government requirement that schools produce a risk assessment and set of control measures for opening to all pupils also 
a plan for remote learning in the event of a local area lock down or a second wave. 

 Determine the bubble specifics for lunchtimes  and Dolphins and then meet the relative supervision requirements 

 Plan for how we operate lunchtimes, playtimes, small group work, such as phonics, and how we provide 1:1 support. 

 Liaise with external parties such as the MCC swimming provider and those who deliver our statutory PPA. 

 Plan for delivering our broad and balanced curriculum, including EYFS which requires children to access continuous 
provision. 

 Reorganise classroom and resource layouts to ensure we comply with government guidance and to minimise transmission 
and infection. 

 Prepare all our staff-not just teachers and teaching assistants and admin but we will also need to meet with and provide 
training for all departments- catering, site management, lunchtime organisers and those staff who are currently shielding. 

 
So to clarify - all staff will be in school 1st – 4th September working hard to prepare for the return of all children on Monday 

7thSeptember. 

During that first week in September we will send out further information about operational issues such as pick up and drop off and 
entrance and exit points for children at the start and end of the school day and for Dolphins 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank parents and carers for your understanding and your support and patience during 
these challenging times. 
In particular I would like to say thank you on behalf of the whole Brookburn team for the caring words and messages of condolence 
you have shared since we lost our beloved colleague Mrs Efstathiou. The kindness and support you have given has meant a great deal 
to the staff and given a lot of comfort to her family during this sad time. 
 

We look forward to seeing all our Brookburn children at this week’s end of term party ‘get togethers’ and wish you all a happy 

and safe summer holiday. 

Our best wishes and warmest regards,  

The Senior Leadership Team   


