Wednesday 24th February 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,
Re. School Reopening Plans
Further to the government’s announcement on Monday, we are writing to confirm that school will reopen on
Monday 8th March 2021 to all children. We very much look forward to having the children back with us.
The government have now provided updated guidance to schools regarding safety measures to be put in place and
we are happy to report that we are able to continue with the provision and systems that were organised in
September and ran throughout the Autumn Term.
We will continue to function as class bubbles to ensure that where positive cases occur, we reduce the impact of
this on the number of bubbles closed thereafter, but will still be required to risk assess and close classes or isolate
small groups of children where necessary, for 10 days of isolation. We must ask that you continue to be vigilant and
support us in keeping your children home if they are unwell, and report any suspected or confirmed cases so that
we are mindful of potential Covid outbreaks.
Staff in school will now complete twice weekly Lateral Flow tests so that we know where staff may be positive but
without symptoms. This will ensure that we limit the possible spread of cases which are asymptomatic, and is an
additional measure in place since school was last open.

Staffing plans
If you are a parent of a child in Miss Garvey’s class, we are delighted to confirm that Madame Warrington, our
French teacher, has agreed to cover her maternity leave through to the end of the academic year. This ensures that
children are being welcomed back by a familiar face and to someone who knows the children, the systems and the
routines of our school. Madame Warrington will work closely with Miss Garvey, who will continue to be in touch
with her class via daily Zoom calls to school and who will also be responsible for planning and assisting remotely in
Year 2 provision until her maternity leave officially starts in May.
Madame Warrington would normally teach French across the school in the afternoons. Given her new role, we have
put in place plans for a specialist drama teacher to work with our pupils, covering PPA in Y2 – Y6 each week for the
remainder of the year. We felt prioritising drama and focusing on mental health and well-being of pupils through
these new sessions would be a welcome addition to our curriculum on the back of this most recent lockdown.
We will contact the parents of Miss Bergin’s class later in this half term to confirm plans for hers and Mrs Robinson’s
maternity leave, starting after Easter.
Unfortunately, Miss Ali will not return to school on Monday 8th March, following the sad news of her father’s death.
We are not yet sure of when Miss Ali will return to school however respect that this is a very difficult time for her
and her family and continue to send her all the very best. In Miss Ali’s absence, we have organised for a temporary
teacher, Mrs Lisa Hadwin, to teach Y4. She will be assisted by our Pastoral Leader, Mrs Lowe, who will provide a
familiar face to help this class of children return given the absence of their teacher. Mrs Jones will also provide
consistent support as the TA working across Y4. Mrs Hadwin has worked with us for the last few weeks during

lockdown and thus has relevant experience of how the school works, getting to know some pupils and staff along
the way. She will work closely with Mr Sumner to provide as much consistency as possible in Miss Ali’s absence. We
would like to thank you for your support and understanding at this difficult time.

Upcoming dates
In light of the reality that many of our children have been at home for the last few weeks, we have taken the
decision to delay our upcoming Parents’ Evenings, in order to maximise the time available for teachers to work with
children, re-establish routines and face to face learning and, as was the case last time we returned from lockdown,
prioritise settling children back in and giving them much welcome time to socialise together, have lots of outdoor
time and quite simply, enjoy being back at school.
The new dates for parents’ evening are subject to confirmation however we anticipate that they will take place on
Tuesday 27th April and Thursday 29th April. This additional time will enable our teachers to focus on assessing how
children are on their return to school and settle children back into a continuation of onsite learning in order to have
meaningful and purposeful discussions with you. As was the case in the Autumn term, appointments will be
arranged remotely via a video call. Further details and confirmation of dates will be sent later in the half term.

Dolphins / After School Clubs
We continue to work on our plans for reopening our wrap-around provision. These plans are not yet finalised
however we will be in touch prior to Monday 8th to confirm arrangements with you should you have children who
normally attend this provision.
Whilst the government have announced that after school clubs can now commence, we have made the decision to
delay any after school clubs for at least the remainder of this spring term to ensure that we reduce mixing of children
in bubbles as much as we can outside of the school day. We hope to have a Summer Term brochure for clubs
available soon, and will be in touch when we know more about the viability of options here.

Lunchtimes
Lunchtimes will continue to run as they did prior to Christmas and we will send out our menu next week for those
parents wishing for their children to have a school dinner. As was the case last term, we are running our kitchen on
a reduced staff to ensure social distancing can be maintained. We will continue to offer a hot menu option every
day, with a sandwich option also available.

Important reminders re. drop off and collection
The following information provides reminders about procedures that you should be aware of for the start and end
of the day. We appreciate your ongoing support with these measures.







One parent to be responsible for drop off / collection of children from school
All adults coming on to school grounds to wear a mask
Access to Y1 via the rear school gate for any parent wishing to use this route
Staggered drop off and collection times:
o 8.50am / 3.15pm: Family surname A-G
o 8.55am / 3.20pm: Family surname H-O
o 9am / 3.25pm: Family surname P-Z
Main drop off and collection doors remain as Autumn Term





Y5/6 parents asked to arrange a meeting point just outside of school grounds to ease flow and number of
adults within site at end of day
Families to leave the school site as swiftly as possible after drop off and collection
The trim trail play area is not to be used for play before and after school

We would like to thank you for your ongoing support and well wishes over the last 8 weeks. We appreciate how
difficult this lockdown has been for many of you, and your children, and we are very relieved to know that there is
an end in sight now. We understand that there are many children who have struggled recently and as was the case
last year, we are all on hand and ready to support the transition of pupils back to school. We were in awe of how
brilliantly children settled back in to the routine of the school day back in September and have no doubt that they
will amaze us again. They truly are remarkably resilient and we remain very hopeful that we will be back on track
with all pupils very quickly. We understand that many of you will be concerned about the impact of this time away
from school on your children’s learning but having experienced first-hand how children did in the Autumn Term,
we want to reassure you all that as was our message back in September, you can trust that the children are in very
capable hands upon their return and we know that you as parents have all done a superb job of helping your
children engage with learning whilst they have been at home.

Should you have any specific questions or queries that we can help with, please do contact us on
schoolclosure@brookburn.manchester.sch.uk

We look forward to welcoming everyone back to school on the 8 th March. Please do continue to take care until
then.
Very best wishes,
The Senior Leadership Team

