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On Friday 8th October we took the ‘Take 10 to Read 

Challenge’! The whole school grabbed their favourite 

books at 10 am and took 10 minutes to read. We 

love reading at Brookburn, it is a great way to relax 

and improve our wellbeing.  

October is a month that is acknowledged nationally as Black History 

Month. For the last year, we have worked hard to embed and value  

diversity within our curriculum and aim to ensure that black and other  

minority ethnic group history is well represented throughout the year, as 

we do not feel it should be minimised to a singular month. This is something we have  

discussed with the children, and they agree wholeheartedly with it. As such, over the past year, we 

have explored key themes in our assemblies linked to inventors, historical events, change, progress 

and fighting for justice and equality. We have celebrated key characters both in history and from recent 

times who have fascinating stories to share from a range of ethnic backgrounds. With one of our core 

values being respect, and given the focus we have as a Unicef Rights Respecting School to celebrate 

tolerance and difference, we have chosen to use the month of October in our assemblies to focus on 

the theme of diversity, with our aim to continue embedding black history both now and throughout the 

year. 

This week, Key Stage 1 have heard the Julia Donaldson story The Smeds and the 

Smoos, and reflected on how the key groups and characters in the book learned to 

question and be curious about each other, but learn to respect and appreciate their 

differences. Key Stage 1 and Lower Key Stage 2 have also ’zoomed’ with 

Ifeoma Onyefulu an award-winning author of many books including ‘Emeka’s Gift’ 

and ‘A is for Africa’. Her highly acclaimed children’s books are renowned for their 

positive images of Africa by celebrating both traditional village life and  

contemporary urban life.  

Key Stage 2 have been looking at how historical evidence can skew our opinion of events, and 

discovered that whilst images of the Battle of Britain may depict success because of White British Men, 

behind the more publicised RAF shots were a team of brilliant people:  

women, acting as code breakers, radar technicians and plane mechanics,  

immigrant pilots from countries like Czechoslovakia, Rhodesia and Australia, 

and pilots like Billy Strachan who self-funded their way across U-boat infested 

seas from Jamaica to join the RAF, fight against a common enemy and  

protect their freedom. We realised that our job as historians is to question  

evidence and look deeper to develop our own opinions about the past.  

Upper Key Stage 2 children also joined a zoom with poet/

rapper Donavan Christopher for an online poetry filled  

session to celebrate Black History Monthmcluding a reading 

of the poem The Undefeated by Kwame Alexander and Kadir 

Nelson followed by a look at the Hidden Black History, the 

starting point being Carter G Woodson moving onto more 

Black people of interest that are or were never mentioned.  
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October - Black History 

Month 
16th - Den and Allotment  

Volunteer Day 10am-12pm 

18th PTA AGM Meeting 6.30pm  

(Training Room) 

19th - Class 2A Parents Evening 

(video calls) 

19th - SEN parents workshop 

19th - 22nd - Y5 Bikeright 

20th - Brookburn School Streets -  

Road Closure 

21st - Class 2A Parents Evening 

(face-to-face) 

21st - LINK LT Risk, Audit, and  

Resources Meeting 

21st - Y4 Trip to Dewa Roman  

Experience 

22nd - Break the Rules Day 

22nd - School closes at normal 

time for half term 

25th - 30th - Half term holiday 

November 
1st - School reopens after half 

term break 

1st - Deadline for secondary 

school applications 

2nd - Flu Vaccine for children 

2nd - 4th -  Y5 Bikeright 

8th-12th - Anti-bullying week 

10th - KS2 Cinema Trip 

15th - PTA Meeting  

18th - Academy Council Meeting - 

5pm 

19th - Children in Need 

28th - Reception and Year 6 

health checks 

29th - Reception and Year 6 

Year 5/6 took a trip to the theatre at Chorlton High earlier in the week to 

watch a Shakespeare production! Our current Year 6 performed Henry V 

which was produced and filmed last year and were very impressive! Parents 

who would like to watch the film can find it on the transition tab on the  

Chorlton High website. 

Nursery children have had lots of fun 

completing an amazing large scale art  

project in their outdoor area. They used 

gross motor movements with sweeping 

brushes to paint a tunnel of shower  

curtains. 

Reception have been in 

our woods looking for clues that may lead them to 

Pete the Badger (the main character from the book 

Tidy). Later in the week they had a very special  

visitor when Pete the Badger popped in to tell the 

children all about Autumn and why he loves it. Pete 

even had time to answer lots of the children’s questions. 

Year 1 classes have been enjoying the 

Beebots in their computing lessons. The  

children  had to enter a series of commands 

into this programmable toy to make it travel to 

different locations on a board.  

Year 2 explored Treasure 

Wood to find out which mini beasts lived there 

in preparation for their English lessons next 

week all about insects. They have also been 

using number bonds to help them work out 

problems more easily. 

Year 3 have been working on their team working 

skills in PE to see if they could transport the ball 

safely with just wool and an elastic band. 

Year 4 enjoyed a 

zoom workshop 

with author,  

Konnie Huq. They especially 

loved the science experiments 

and learning more about Cookie from the book series.  

Year 5 designed an investigation to 

work out how best to keep a carton of 

ice cream cold. They wrapped cups of 

ice cream in different materials and 

checked the temperature of the contents 

at regular intervals to see which was the 

best insulator. 

Year 6 have been experimenting with light 

and shadow, they investigated how to  

manipulate shadows with a light source  
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Y5 Bike Right! 

The first sessions of Bike Right run from 19th- 

22nd October. Miss Taylor has emailed par-

ents to confirm your start date, Don’t forget to 

bring :-  

A roadworthy bike – correct size for child’s 

height, working brakes and pumped up tyres; 

a waterproof Jacket; cycle helmet; bike lock 

(with key!) 

PTA Update 

Saturday, October 16 - Den & Allotment Volunteer Day, 10am-12pm 

Join other Brookburn families to help look after the school grounds at this fun-

filled day in the woods. We will be re-filling sand pits, spreading wood chip, 

tidying garden beds, and having the usual popular marshmallow roast. Access 

is via the cobbled lane. Go to www.facebook.com/brookburnallotment for more info. 

Monday, October 18 - PTA Annual General Meeting, 6:30pm-8:00pm 

If you’d like to get more involved in the school community, our meetings are a 

great way to meet other parents and learn about all that’s happening at school. 

We have a wide range of activities from fundraisers, outdoor volunteer days, 

school streets events, and plans for a major playground renovation. Your input can help direct the 

course of our activities. We are meeting in the Training Room down the cobbled lane. Refreshments 

and snacks will be served. Go to https://fb.me/e/4f8EqNrVd or 

email friendsofbrookburn@gmail.com for more info. 

Wednesday, October 20 - School Streets, 8:30am-9:10am and 3:10pm-3:50pm 

Brookburn Road will be closed to car traffic during the school run. This is an initiative to 

provide a safer and healthier approach to and from school. We encourage all families to 

walk, cycle and scooter to school. Please tell your neighbours so they can plan their 

journeys and avoid congestion. For more info or to volunteer as a marshall,  

contact greenerbrookburn@hotmail.com 

Friday, October 22 - Break The Rules Day 

Let your kids break the rules for a day… all for a good cause! They can 

wear fancy dress, football tops, make up or face paint, and even bring a 

sweet treat or toy to school. £1 for each rule broken to be paid via www.parentpay.com. Proceeds go 

towards a new playground. 

Halloween Pizza Fundraiser Pizzas delivered October 20, 22, 27 

Help raise money and stuff your little ghouls with these spooky gourmet pizzas and creepy cookie kits. 

They were a smash hit last Halloween and are sure to keep the kids happy again! 10% of each pur-

chase goes to the PTA. Enter the @doughremepizza photo contest and win a free dinner for all the 

family! Order at www.dough-re-me.co.uk 

Secondary School Applications - Year 6 

The Secondary 2022 application process is now open to Manchester City Council 

residents. This is for children whose dates of birth fall between the date 

range 01/09/2010 - 31/08/2011. The closing date for Secondary 2022 applications 

is Monday 1st November 2021 at 5 pm. Please visit the Manchester City Council 

website to make your application: https://secure.manchester.gov.uk/secondaryadmissions.  

If you do not live in Manchester, you must apply to the local authority in which you reside (i.e. if you 

live in Trafford, you must make your application to Trafford school admissions). 

If you would like paper copy of the application form, please contact the school office. 

Meet Brookburn's Eco  

Councillors! So many children  

wanted to join the council which  

just shows how determined  

Brookburn children are to change  

the world!  

This bunch are already  

doing a super job, helping us all  

to recycle our paper! 


