Monday 18th October 2021
Dear Parents and carers,
Re: Miss Henderson - Maternity Leave
As you are aware, at the start of this term we were delighted to share the news that
Miss Henderson is expecting her first child. Her baby is due late December and, as
Miss Hulse does not return from her maternity leave until April, we have been busy
working on a plan to support the leadership capacity during and Miss Henderson’s
and Miss Hulse’s maternity leave.
As you are aware, Brookburn is one of two schools that make up the LINK Learning
Multi Academy Trust. Both schools converted to academy status back in 2017 and
since then the teachers and senior leadership teams of both schools have worked in
partnership on several mutually beneficial school improvement projects.
I am therefore delighted to inform you that Ms Holden, the Deputy Headteacher from
Barlow Hall, will be joining my senior leadership team.
Ms Holden is a highly experienced Deputy Headteacher who has been at Barlow Hall
for several years and, like Miss Henderson, she also has Head of School
responsibility one day a week at Barlow Hall.
Miss Henderson and I have worked closely with Ms Holden on a number of
leadership priorities over the years so we are both thrilled that she has agreed to join
Brookburn for this period.
The trustees, Jayne Kennedy, Headteacher of Barlow Hall, and myself have been
fully committed to working together for the improvement of both schools in the LINK
Learning Trust and this arrangement is a prime example of the benefits of such
strong partnership working.
Ms Holden will be an excellent support to Brookburn’s senior leadership team and I
am extremely grateful to Ms Holden, Ms Kennedy and our trustees for supporting and
enabling this secondment to take place.
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The secondment arrangements to support our senior leadership capacity are as
follows:
Autumn term 2 - Ms Holden will join Brookburn for 2 days a week from Tuesday
November 2nd to get to know our pupils, and staff and families and to familiarise
herself with Brookburn’s systems and procedures thus ensuring a smooth transition.
Spring term – Ms Holden will be at Brookburn for 4 days a week, including Friday as
Head of school, as is currently the case with Miss Henderson, until April.
Summer term – Ms Holden will reduce her time supporting SLT to 2 days a week
following the Easter holidays in order to support Miss Hulse’s transition following her
return from maternity leave.
Miss Henderson anticipates that she will return from maternity leave in September
2022.
Please find overleaf a letter of introduction from Ms Holden for your information.
I am sure you will join me in welcoming Ms Holden when she joins us after half term.
Best wishes
Miss S Ferris
Headteacher
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Dear Brookburn families,
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself to you before I start next half
term and hopefully meet as many of you as possible in person.
I am currently the Deputy Head and Head of School at Barlow Hall Primary School
and have been since I moved to Manchester seven years ago from London. Prior to
becoming Deputy at Barlow Hall, I was Deputy Head and SENCo at Chesterton
Primary School, an outstanding teaching school in Battersea, South London. Having
taught for over twenty years, I have experience of working across all phases of the
school and have a particular passion for inclusion and ensuring that all children are
given the opportunity to succeed.
As I am sure you are aware, Barlow Hall and Brookburn are the two schools that
make up Link Learning Trust and this means that we share the same vision of putting
community and families at the heart of everything we do. Both schools already work
closely, sharing good practice and over the next few months, I am very excited to be
joining the Brookburn team. I’m sure Miss Henderson will have thought of everything
that I will need to know before she starts her maternity leave and the first thing will be
learning everyone’s names as I’ve heard she never forgets!
Please do come over and introduce yourselves to me when you see me out in the
playground and I look forward to getting you know you all over the next few months.

Ms Holden
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