Nursery curriculum map
Term

Autumn 1

Autumn 2

Spring 1

Spring 2

Topic

Ourselves

Traditional tales

Colour

Local environment Growing
Farm

Minibeasts

Dinosaurs

Christmas story

Winter
Imagination
station

TRANSITION

Key texts







Nursery? Not
today
What makes
me a me?
After the
storm




Rex (toy story)
Harry and the
bucketful of
dinosaurs.





Goldilocks
Jack and the
beanstalk
The
Gingerbread
man
The
Christmas
story and
Christmas
tradition








Elmer
Colour
monster

Lanterns and
Firecrackers






From head to
toe


Areas of
learning

1. PSED- MS
BR
UTW- PCC
2. UTW- PP
TNW
3. UTW- TNW

1. EAD- CWM
BIE
LIT- Comp
UTW- TNW
PSED- MS

1. UTW- TNW
PSED- MS

2. UTW- PCC
PP
3. UTW- PCC
EAD- CWM

3. UTW- TNW

2. EAD- CWM
BIE

Farmer duck
– Martin
Waddell
Farmyard
hullabaloo –
Giles Andreae
William Bee’s
wonderful
world of
tractors –
William Bee

Summer 1




When I was
a baby
Titch

Summer 2





The hungry
caterpillar
Yucky worms
– Vivian
French
What the
ladybird
heard

Whatever
next

1. UTW- PCC
PP
LIT- Comp
PSED- MS

1. UTW- TNW
LIT- Comp
EAD- CWM
BIE

1. UTW- TNW

2. PSED- MS
EAD- CWM
BIE

2. UTW- TNW

3. UTW- TNW

2. PSED- MS
BR

Festivals

C+L
PSED

PD

Key
vocabulary

Rosh Hashanah
Yom Kippur
Sukkot
All Saints Day

Diwali
Hannukah
Christmas

Epiphany
Holi
Eid
Summer Solstice
Ash Wednesday / Shrove Palm Sunday
Shavuot
Tuesday
Passover
St David’s Day
Easter
Shivaratri
Start of Ramadan
The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. This is embedded everyday through daily
reading to the children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities
to use and embed new words in a range of contexts. Daily conversations, story-telling and role play will also take place on a daily basis.
Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to their
cognitive development. Daily support and guidance will be embedded to allow children to be able to manage emotions, develop a positive sense of
self, set themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what they want and direct attention as necessary.
Through adult modelling and guidance, they will learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy eating, and manage personal needs
independently. Through supported interaction with other children, they learn how to make good friendships, co-operate and resolve conflicts
peaceably.
Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy and active lives.
Gross motor skills provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. Daily opportunities to access outdoor
provision, as well as weekly PE sessions are provided.
Fine motor control and precision helps with hand-eye co-ordination, which is later linked to early literacy. Daily activities of puzzles, arts and crafts and
the practice of using small tools are available and supported in continuous provision daily.
Nursery, snack,
Once upon a time,
Herd, elephant, colour Farmer, fetched, fed
WHEN I WAS A BABY Caterpillar, hungry,
absolute star, ray of
bears, woods,
names, patchwork,
up, weepy, upset,
egg, ate, fruit names,
sunshine, ambulance,
porridge, tasted, hot,
old, tall, fat, thin,
meeting, plan, crept,
TITCH
food names, stomach
tomorrow, married
cold, right, hard, soft,
different, jungle,
stole, creaked,
ache, cocoon, nibbled,
broke, leaned, nap,
animals.
squeezed, wriggled,
butterfly.
lay, start, frightened,
bounced, wearily,
fast.
Mixed up, confused,
expecting.
Slimy, slithery, wiggly,
feelings, yellow,
horrified, vanished,
Poor, market, old, far, bright, light, blue,
Rise, hungry, snorting,
earth, rotting,
fine, beans, money,
sadness, alone, red,
sties, stables, animal
stomach, cast, recycle,
fast, pleased, angrily,
anger, blazes, black,
noises, feathers, wings,
tunnel, roots,
hungry, sad, beanstalk, scaredy, afraid, scared, chewing, rude, shade,
underground,
higher, top, crept,
green, calm, peace.
clamber, gobble, peck,
dangerous, damp,
trembling, fear, fierce,
paddock, meadow,
vibrations, muscles,
stomped, ruffling,
New year, animal
sheared, bale, nostrils,
seedlings,
nervously, escape,
names, emperor,
hoof.
terrified, crash.
lantern, money wallet
Dainty, map, cunning,
Tractor, machines,
whisper, steal, thieves,
idea, hectare, engines,
might, cops.

Gingerbread, bake,
ingredients, body
parts, smelled, hungry,
opened, though, wide.
Jesus, Mary, Joseph,
manger, stable,
Bethlehem, Inn
keeper, Wise men,
Page.

Writing






Maths

Use a comfortable grip with good control
when holding pens and pencils.
Show a preference for a dominant hand.
Begin to understand that print carries
meaning.
To start to mark make confidently.

•
Recite numbers past 5.
• Say one number for each item in order:
1,2,3,4,5
•
Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5
•
Talk about and identifies the patterns
around them. For example: stripes on clothes,
designs on rugs and wallpaper. Use informal
language like ‘pointy’, ‘spotty’,
‘blobs’, etc
•
Talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes
(for example, circles, rectangles, triangles and
cuboids) using informal and mathematical
language: ‘sides’, ‘corners’; ‘straight’,
‘flat’, ‘round’.

Animal names, body
parts, bend, raise,
clap, wave, turn.

powerful, ploughs, soil,
manure, crops, wagon,
fertiliser, healthier,
bulldozer, coal,
threshing, combine
harvester, wheat,
windmill.

Journey, space, rocket,
home, chimney, moon,
cloud, space boots,
helmet, bath time,
aeroplane, owl, teddy
bear, dripping.
 To become more secure that print has
meaning and talk independently about
the marks that they have made.
 Begin to Use some of their print and
letter knowledge in their early
writing. For example: writing a pretend
shopping list that
starts at the top of the page; writing ‘m’
for mummy
 Develop fast recognition of up to 3
objects, without having
to count them individually (‘subitising’).
• Know that the last number reached when
counting a small set of objects tells you how
many there are in total (‘cardinal principle’).
 Combine shapes to make new ones - an
arch, a bigger triangle, etc.
 Describe a familiar route.
 Extend and create ABAB patterns – stick,
leaf, stick, leaf.
 Begin to describe a sequence of events,
real or fictional,
using words such as ‘first’, ‘then...’




Write some or all of their name.
• Write some letters accurately
To know that print carries meaning
and to confidently and independently
talk about their writing.

•
Select shapes appropriately: flat
surfaces for building, a
triangular prism for a roof, etc.
•
Notice and correct an error in a
repeating pattern.
•
Solve real world mathematical
problems with numbers up
to 5.
•
Discuss routes and locations, using
words like ‘in front of’
and ‘behind’.
•
Understand position through words
alone – for example “The bag is under the
table,” – with no pointing.

•
Make comparisons between objects
relating to size, length, weight and capacity.

Phonics



• Link numerals and amounts: for
example, showing the right number of
objects to match the numeral, up to 5.

See phonics weekly plans

•
Compare quantities using language:
‘more than’, ‘fewer than’
•
Experiment with their own symbols
and marks as well as
numerals

