
Position Statement / Current Situation 

How is Eco organized within the 
curriculum offer at school?  
Why is it prioritized / arranged in this 
way?  

Eco is taught throughout school in two different approaches. The first is an embedded cross-curricular 
approach within all the key subjects but particularly within History, Geography and Science although Maths 
and English form excellent vehicles for data handling and discussion and debate. The second approach is 
though discreet activities and opportunities for students to take part in events such as ‘Bike to School Week’ 
where learning is approached on a whole school basis through assembly presentations and in class briefings. 
Children are also encouraged to learn around Eco topics outside of school for homework and other extra-
curricular work particularly as children go up through the school as homework increases.   

What are the current outcomes for pupils 
in this subject across the school?  

EYFS  
NA 

KS1 
NA 

KS2 
NA 

    

What are the most recent actions taken 
to develop this subject within the school? 
What impact has this had?  
(i.e. summarise impact of previous year’s actions)  

Many of the objectives from last year’s school calendar were harder to achieve as we did not have as much 
time in school for children to accomplish the hands-on practical tasks and also we were limited in our ability 
to invite visitors to school with bubble systems. That said, repair work to identify issues with the composters 
and the water butts have been addressed and at the end of last year funding was secured for United Utilities 
to upgrade and develop how school deals with its run-off water and new plant beds and water butts and 
better natural drainage channels are being installed this school year. School has continued working closely 
with the council in organising road closures and further closures, in addition to last year’s, are being planned. 
This has impacted on both air pollution in the local environment and on child physical and mental welfare as 
children and parents are able to cycle/walk safely to school. Funding has been obtained to provide a second 
bike park to support cycling to school.  In addition, the playground bins will shortly be replace with recycle 
bins again to support the children’s understanding of the need to dispose of waste responsibly. 

How is subject assessed across the 
school? What is done where gaps or 
misconceptions occur?  

The school is assessed across school in two ways. The formal assessment takes place within the particular 
subject assessments in which the topics are taught. Therefore, if a topic is taught within Science, then it is 
assessed within that area. Informal assessment from the activities and events which are run through out the 
year is ongoing and as part of this year’s new and restructured Green Flag application, the Eco-Council will be 
leading share and explain events within school through in class assemblies where knowledge can be tested 
informally also.  

What are the next steps / key area for 
development that you think are needed 
to further develop ECO moving forward? 
Why?  

The next steps for Eco are to bring the topic in line with the new Green Flag application which works as a 
school action plan within itself. School is required to assess 10 areas such as energy or biodiversity and audit 
itself to develop its new working targets. Each year, school cannot choose the same targets and so must 
choose new areas or development always ensuring a fresh and current approach. School also has a moral 



obligation to follow current topics such as plastic use and pollution and guide and educate the children in the 
facts and issues which they are exposed to in modern media.  

How are staff supported in their 
professional development in this 
subject?  

Staff are guided in their professional development by taking part in all the activities and events and the Eco-
Council and Co-ordinator will introduce each area and ensure staff are up to date with their own knowledge 
and how they can link in Eco with their own curriculum. The Eco-Co-ordinator is responsible for organising 
external educational development to such as inviting United Utilities to talk to Y5 about saving water and 
Biffa to present workshops on recycling to Y3.  

Action Plan 

Key objective Action points Key 
Personnel 

Timescale Success Criteria Ongoing commentary 

Impact on learning 

Energy  Switch Off Fortnight 
 Encouraging an 

ongoing check on 
energy usage in school 
by the Eco-Council. 

M 
Connaughton 
and Eco-
Council 

Switch Off 
Fortnight - 
November 

Reduction in bills 
 

Litter  Litter picks arranged 
throughout the year to 
keep the school areas 
outside clean. 

M 
Connaughton 
and Eco-
Council 

Ongoing A cleaner school 
environment. 

 

Waste  Waste Food Week ( 
March) 

 Biffa to come to school 
to teach about waste? 

M 
Connaughton 
and Eco-
Council 

End of Year Reduction in school food 
waste. 

 
Children are more able to 
identify how to recycle and 
what to recycle.  

 

Water  Installation of new 
surplus water draining 
butts and planters to 
be installed by United 
Utilities. 

M 
Connaughton 
and Eco-
Council 

End of School 
Year  

Better use of run off water 
in school. 

 
Parents report/achieve a 
lower water consumption 
rate. 

 



 Organise a Water 
Diary for children to 
complete at home to 
identify areas of 
saving.  

Transport  Bike to School Week – 
27th September – 1st 
October  

 Road Closures ongoing 
with council and local 
volunteers.  

 Walk to School Week 
(October) possibly 
Summer term(PTA 
support in buying 
packs?) 

M 
Connaughton 
and Eco-
Council 

Road Closures 
– Ongoing 
Walk to 
School Week 
– Late 
October 
Bike to School 
Week – End 
of September 

Increased opportunities for 
either walking or cycling to 
school in a safer 
environment. 

27/09/21 - Bike to School 
Week actioned. Weather 
made the event harder but 
many children still took 
part. Raised awareness of 
cycling to school and the 
new bike shelter to be 
installed. 

Healthy Living  Increase a school-wide 
mental health scheme 
or meditation of 
mindfulness to deal 
with Covid concerns.  

M 
Connaughton 
and Eco-
Council 

Ongoing Children can explain what 
mindfulness is and the 
difference between it and 
meditation. They can 
explain how they can help 
themselves and take care 
of their mental health.  

 

Biodiversity  Continue to work with 
PTA to encourage 
vegetable and flower 
growth in the 
allotment.  

 What’s Under Your 
Feet Campaign 
planned (March) to 
survey biodiversity at 
school.  

M 
Connaughton 
and Eco-
Council 

End of 
Summer 

 
What’s Under 
Your Feet 
Campaign 
planned 
(March) 

School can accurately 
identify the animals and 
invertebrates and 
vegetation within school. 

 
More opportunities for 
children to use the 
allotment.  

 



Global Citizenship  Look to engage in 
charity events with a 
particular focus on the 
environment. 

 Organise a Fair-Trade 
Sale within school 
where parents and 
pupils can buy these 
goods. Aim to 
introduce these 
products to school. 

 Can the staffroom 
switch to Fair-Trade 
products? 

M 
Connaughton 
and Eco-
Council 

Ongoing 

 
Fair-Trade 
Expo by end 
of Summer. 

Children are able to explain 
what Fair-Trade means and 
what it is.  

 
Staffroom begins to stock 
some Fair-Trade products. 

 

Marine    Survey the single use 
plastic used at school 
and develop ways to 
reduce.  

 Organise a waterway 
litter pick 

M 
Connaughton 
and Eco-
Council 

End of School 
Year 

Reduction of plastic waste 
within school particularly 
single use plastic.  

 

School Grounds  Introduce indoor 
plants across school – 
at least one per 
classroom. 

 Use the new United 
Utilities outdoor 
learning area for 
classes. 

M 
Connaughton 
and Eco-
Council 

Indoor plants 
– End of 
school year. 

 

An indoor plant in every 
classroom. 

 
New United Utilities area 
built and outdoor leaning 
area used by classes. 

 

 

 

Green Flag 10 Topics - https://www.eco-schools.org.uk/ten-topics/         3 of these areas will be chosen and submitted for our Green Flag award. 

https://www.eco-schools.org.uk/ten-topics/

