Good Reading at Year 6

Interpretation

Participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can
read for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging
views courteously

Draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from
their actions and develop explanations

Predict what might happen from details stated and implied from across a text

Express a personal point of view about a text, giving reasons linked to evidence
from texts
Raise queries and questions about texts

Make connections between other similar texts, prior knowledge and experience
and explain the links
Make comparisons within and across books
Listen to and build on others’ ideas and opinions about a text in discussion

Draw inferences from subtle clues across a complete text

Ask questions to extend understanding
Refers to the text to support predictions and
opinions (Point + Evidence + Explanation).

Give a personal response to a range of literature and non-fiction texts, stating
preferences and justifying them

Identify how characters change during the events of a longer novel
Compare and contrast the styles of different writers with evidence and
explanation

Explain how and why a text has an impact on a reader

Selects pertinent quotations to support own
opinions.

Distinguish between statements of fact or
opinion

Record, collate and organise information or
evidence appropriately

Find relevant information and evidence from
a range of texts

Retrieve, record and present information
from non-fiction

Use meaning – seeking strategies to explore
the meaning of unfamilar words and
idiomatic and figurative language

Check that the book is meaningful and
discuss what has been understood

Understand books that are read
independently

Retrieval

By the end of year 6 a good reader will be able to:

Decoding
Apply phonic knowledge
and skills to read
unfamilar words
Apply knowledge of root
words, prefixes and
suffixes to read aloud
and to understand the
meaning of unfamiliar
words
Read further exception
words, noting the
unusual correspondences
between spelling and
sound, and where these
occur in the word
Attempt pronunciation of
unfamilar words drawing
on prior knowledge of
similar looking words
Uses a combined
knowledge of phonemes
and etymology to
pronounce words
correctly

Use a combination of skimming, scanning
and text marking to find and collate
information
Re-present collated information

Evaluate the styles of different writers with evidence and explanation
Explain the key features, themes and characters across a text

Compare and contrast characters, themes and structure in texts by the same and
different writers

Organisation

Identify how language, structure and
presentation contribute to the meaning of a text

Read books that are structured in different ways

Identify and discuss the conventions of different
text types

Explain and comment on the structural devices
used to organise a text

Read several texts on the same topic to find and
compare information

Uses structural and organisational features of a
range of text-types to sustain understanding
over extended texts.

Comments and evaluates the effectiveness of
the presentation of a text.

Explains the structural devices the author has
used to organise the text.

Comments on the genre-specific language
features the author has used to convey
information in a non-fiction text.

Identifies and uses text specific metalanguage
and the features to which it refers.

Choice
Discuss and evaluate how authors
use language, including figurative
language, considering the impact
Identify and comment on the
writer’s choice of language
Identify and explain how writers
use grammatical features for effect
Show awareness of the writers’
craft by commenting on use of
language, grammatical features
and structure of texts
Identify how language, structure
and presentation contribute to the
meaning of a text
Identify and discuss the
conventions of different text types
Compare and contrast the
language used in two different
texts
Identify and evaluate the impact of
the grammatical
features/techniques used to create
mood, atmosphere and attitudes
Identify how writers manipulate
grammatical features for effect
Analyse why writers make specific
vocabulary choices
Compares and contrasts the styles
of individual writers and poets
providing examples.

Viewpoint
Summarise the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key
details that support the main ideas
Present an oral overview or summary of a text
Identify and discuss themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing
and longer texts
Present the author’s viewpoint of a text
Present a personal point of view based on what has been read
Listen to other’s personal point of view
Provide reasoned justifications for their views
Explain a personal point of view, giving reasons and evidence from text
Recommend books to peers, giving reasons for their choices
Explain the main purpose of a text and summarise it
Present and explain the author’s viewpoint in a text
Present a personal point of view based on what has been read
Present a counter-argument in response to others’ points of view
Explain the author’s viewpoint in a text and present an alternative point of view
Comment on the development of themes in longer novels

Maintain positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they
read

Context

Oral retelling
and
performance

Read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, texts
from our literary heritage and books from other cultures and traditions

Prepare poems
and plays to read
aloud and to
perform, using
body language,
tone, pitch and
volume to engage
the audience

Explain and
discuss their
understanding of
what they have
read, including
through formal
presentations and
debates,
maintaining a
focus on the topic
and using notes
where necessary

Learn poems by
heart

Prepare poems
and plays to read
aloud and to
perform, showing
understanding
through
intonation, tone,
volume and
action

Become familiar with a range of books, including modern fiction, poetry
and plays

Identify and explain the effect of the context on a text (historical or
geographical)
Read for a range of purposes

Participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those
they can read for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas
and challenging views courteously

Express a personal point of view about a text, giving reasons
Raise queries about texts

Make connections between other similar texts, prior knowledge and
experience
Compare different versions of texts

Listen to and build on others’ opinions and ideas about a text in
discussion

Ask questions to extend understanding

Explain the main purpose of a text and summarise it succinctly
Explain an opinion, referring to the text to justify it (point, evidence, explain)

Recognise the impact of the social, historical and cultural on the themes
in a text

Shows an understanding of how context impacts upon the reader, e.g.
stories in the war, developing countries, history
Identifies themes across a range of texts.(Social, cultural and historical)

Recognises how authors use names of creatures and characters to
convey character

Present a counter-argument in response to others’ points of view using evidence
from the text and explanation
Compare and contrast the styles of different writers with evidence and explanation
Evaluate the styles of different writers with evidence and explanation
Explain the key features, themes and characters across a text
Compare and contrast characters, themes and structure in texts by the same and
different writers

